[Three cases of tuberculosis complicating acute respiratory distress syndrome].
In this report, we describe three patients with pulmonary tuberculosis with acute respiratory failure with an extensive tuberculous consolidation in bilateral lung fields. Disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) was present in one patient and miliary tuberculosis in two patients. They all developed acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), nessecitating management by mechanical ventilation with a combination therapy of antituberculous agents and methylprednisolone (m-PSL) pulse therapy. Only one patient survived in whom the PaO2/FiO2 ratio recovered rapidly after the initiation of therapy. Two patients whose systemic condition upon admission was critically ill eventually died of hepatic failure and bacterial pneumonia, even though ARDS and pulmonary tuberculosis were successfully treated. Prognosis of pulmonary tuberculosis complicating ARDS and DIC is poor, and these patients need systemic intensive treatment, in which m-PSL therapy may be beneficial.